MORAL   VALUES   IX  LITERATURE                      103
ship, devout in its admiration for what has been achieved in
the past, yet believing in the richness of the future which
lies before us all, a fellowship which transcends the barriers
of race and nationality and yet honours the intellectual,
artistic and spiritual traditions of a variety of peoples.
Literary artists should not accept external standards.
They must serve only one master, truth, which casts out all
fear. But writers are human beings and as such belong to*
particular communities and in a sense are bound by their
standards. Even the highest reaches of individual insight
are rooted in social experience and find their ultimate mean-
ing in relation to the community. Though a great artist
may reach a height of uniqueness which seems to transcend
his social history, he cannot escape altogether from the
influence of his social environment. He uses the tools and
forms, the styles and insights of his time and place. The
higher is his emotional insight, the higher is its universal
validity. The great artists, though born in time, illumine the
life of a timeless world. The greatest of them belong to the
whole world. Vyasa and Valmiki, Homer and Virgil, Dante
and Shakespeare use a universal perspective which makes all
ages and all countries their debtors. Their purpose is not
the expression of the life of their times but the desire and
dream of that life. If a conflict of loyalties arises between
the artist as a universal man and the artist as the citizen of
a State or the member of a group, he must be prepared to
suffer, as Socrates did, that the philosopher, the artist, the
truth-seeker in him may not be violated. Our conception
of the right may be wrong. We cannot claim to be
infallible but we must act in accordance with the light
in us. To do otherwise, to accept as guide an alien ideal
with which one's conscience is not in harmony, would be
to contradict oneself.* Honesty of purpose and fidelity of
statement are essential for true literature. Whatever we
* Cf, Marcus Aurelius: " Whatever any man does or says,
you must follow the guidance of your inner nature, not for any other
man's sake, but for the sake of your own Nature. Just as though gold
or emerald or purple were continually saying each to itself, -whatever
any man says or does, I must still remain gold or emerald or purple,
keeping my own natural colour. "